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MOTES FROM THE EDITOR 11 S DESK 

***THANK YOU TO THE BRYANTS - Our sincere thanks to George and Stephanie 
Bryant for the many, many hours of work which they have put into the pub¬ 
lication of the WOOD DUCK these past two years. With George as Editor-in- 
chief, Stephanie as Typist, George as Mimeographer and the whole family 
(often Including Mr, Bryant Sr, from Toronto) involved in the collating, 
stapling, addressing etc, ( even three-year-old Margaret was becoming quite 
adept at putting on the stamps ) an excellent publication rolled off the press 
and into our homes each month, George and Stephanie, we thank you for all that 
you have done. Your keen enthusiasm and willing hands will be missed and we 
hope that you will find the time to continue to take part in many of the club 
activities . We wish you well as you take up new duties in Toronto, 

(Editor's note; George and Stephanie will continue to carry on their duties on 
the Executive, George as Conservation Director and Stephanie as Secretary) 

*** A NEW WOOD DUCK PUBLICATION COMMTTTF.E - With some guidance and assistance 
from the Bryants, the new WOOD DUCK Publication Committee prepared and mailed 
last month's issue. We apologize for any errors or omissions. This month we 
are on our own and would appreciate any suggestions that you might have for 
improving future issues. 

For the information of new members, this bulletin comes to you monthly 
excepting June, July and August.lt is now being assembled and mailed by Bill 
Littlewood, duplicated by Jack Leech-Porter and typed by George North, Kay 
Richardson and your editor, Hazel Broker. 

To make the WOOD DUCK a worthwhile publication we need the help of 
all members. Jot down accounts of your experiences in the out-of-doors, ob¬ 
servations made on local outings or on a trip to far-away places, knox?ledge 
you have gained, places you enjoy visiting. Your submission does not have to 
be typed. Take up pen or pencil and any kind of paper, write an article, a 
paragraph or jot down a sentence or two. Share your experiences with others, 

*A*MEMBERS NIGHT - Our May Meeting is always Members Night, Let us see the 
slides and movies you have .been taking. This does not need to be a long 
presentation. If you have something to share, speak to Bob Bateman, Programme 
Chairman, at the April meeting or give him a call. Let's make this a night to 
remember. 

***NAME TAGS TO HELP US GET ACQUAINTED- Responding to a request in the March 
issue of the WOOD DUCK, Mrs. William Peters has volunteered to have name tags 
available at each meeting. Please visit her table, obtain your name tag and 
return it to the box after the coffee hour. ThanksMrs. Peters for offering 
to help. 

*** SHORT HILLS PROVINCIAL PARK - Our president, Chauncey Wood,and Sanctuary 
Director, Sheila Forbes represented our club at a public meeting in January 
held at Brock University, St. Catharines called by the Short Hills Provincial 
Park Advisory Committee,This proposed park is being planned for a 1,700 acre 
area of the Twelve Mile Creek valley,This new park will be located only a few 
miles from our own Short Hills Sanctuary. 

*** CLUB MEMBERCHIP - Membership is still climbing and has now reached a 
total of 446, An enthusiastic welcome to all new members. 
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EVENT S FOR APRIL 

Monday April 8 at 8 p.m, 

Mr. Donald Baldwin, science master at Upper Canada College, will be 
the speaker at the regular monthly indoor meeting of the club. Mr. 
Baldwin has done research for the Royal Ontario Museum, has taken 
many trips to the West Indies and has led many tours. He is one of 
the foremost experts in Ontario on birds in the West Indies. We are 
in for a rare treat as he shares with us his knowledge of "Birds in 
British Honduras". Do come to the Headquarters Bulldog of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens on Plains Road, Burlington to hear this presentation 
and gather around for the coffee hour after which the Rices so gra<- • 
ciously prepare for us. 

Oil Hill EVENTS OF IN TEREST TO NATURALISTS 

.Sunday April 7th at 9 a,in. CLUB SPONSORED EVENT 

Don't miss this outing to our own Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, Many hands 
are needed to make light work of the tasks to be done to prepare the 
trails for summer use. There is something for everyone to do whether 
it be putting up new markers, picking up debris, trimming overhanging 
branches, repairing bridges or giving the sign a fresh coat of paint. 
Bring tools, a garbage bag, and your lunch. Sheila would appreciate 
hearing from you if you could bring a ladder or a chain saw. Meet at 
Mountain Plaza, Upper James and Fennell. 

Leader; Miss Sheila Forbes tel; Ancaster 648-2859 

Friday April 12th 

Two Good Friday hikes with the Iroquoian Bruce Trail Club. Hikers 
will be bussed to the hike starting points (Adults 25 cents,Children 
10 cents) so please be on time. Bring a lunch. Both hikes will Assemble 
and Finish at the corner of Guelph Line and Colling Road in Burlington. 
Hike #1- Bus leaves at 10:00 a.m. for Kerns Road and a 9 mile walk. 

Hike #2- Bus leaves at 10:40 a.m. for #1 Sideroad and a 4.5 mile walk. 

Leaders: Roy and Greta Walker tel; Galt 519-621-0652 

There will be no need to hurry on this hike since your own transportation 
will be waiting at the end, 

Saturday April 13th at 7:00 a.m. 

The Royal Botanical Gardens is sponsoring a one-day bus trip to 
Montezuma near Seneca Falls, New York, to view migratory geese and 
other waterfowl. Advance registration is required by April 10 with 
fee of $6.00 for members, $7.00 for non-members. Fee includes trans¬ 
portation and guides. Further details available when you register. 

Hosts- Mr. John Lamoureux and Dr. James Pringle. For information call 
the Royal Botanical Gardens, tel: 527-1158. 

Saturday April 27th at 9:30 a.m. 

Meet at the Children's Garden in Westdale for the first of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens Saturday Morning Spring Wildflower walks. Dr. Pringle 
will not only identify plants but will discuss the adaptations of 
various species to early flowering, the habitats in which these species 
occur and the advantages of early flowering in relation to these habi¬ 
tats. Remember, trails may still be wet so wear suitable footwear 
Sundays April 28, May 5,12,26 at 7:00 a.m. 

The popular Royal Botanical Gardens "Sunday Morning Bird Walks". Meet 
at Cherry Hill Gate opposite the Rendezvous Restaurant on Plains Road 
for these two-hour walks along the trails of Hendrie Valley. The lower 
trails are often wet at this time so wear suitable footwear. 
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Sunday April 28 at 10:30 a.m. 

A 7.6 mile hike on the Niagara Section of the Bruce Trail with the 
Iroquoian Bruce Trail Club meeting at Rockway Community Centre. Bring 
a lunch. See Fifteen Mile Creek, Balls Falls and exciting scenery as 
the trail wends its way along the escarpment. 

Leader: Ken Yeates Tel: Galt 519-623-0381 

Saturday & Sunday April 27-28th 

Migrating Hawk Watch, Beamer Paint, Grimsby, sponsored by Ontario 
Nature Tours, 

Most birds migrate by night flying over land and water. Not so with 
the hawks. They fly only by day and generally avoid open water.This 
means that they are a group of birds whose actual migration can be 
witnessed. 

The face of the Niagara Escarpment at Beamer Point , overlooking the 
town of Grimsby , is one of the best places to see this interesting 
phenomenon. Here, from mid-March to early May, if weather conditions 
are suitable, one can see 5000 or more hawks of a dozen species on 
peak days. Best times are usually between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. during 
the last half of April, The most abundant species is the Broad-winged 
Haxtfk which has wintered in South America, 

To see this spectacle, drive to Grimsby and continue up the escarp¬ 
ment to Ridge Road West, Beamer Point is now owned by the Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation Authority. At present it is undeveloped. Here 
the spring woodlands have many wildflowers. If there are few hawks 
you can enjoy the day exploring this area. 

On the weekend of April 27-28, Ontario Nature Tours will be on hand 
to aid in the identification of the area's flora and fauna, and par¬ 
ticularly the migrating hawks. There is no charge for participants. 


*** TRAVEL TIPS - You have been wondering about a trip with other naturalists. 

Here are a few planned for this spring and summer. 

FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS, 1262 Don Mills Road, Don Mills, Ont. M3B 2W8 
N ah anni/Western Arct ic Tour , early July- An exciting five-day river trip 
on the spectacular Nahanni followed by eight days at Bathurst Inlet, 400 
miles north of Yellowknife....excellent opportunity to study Arctic botany 
& geology....Canada Lynx, Dali Sheep ....leader will be Barry Griffiths 

...tour begins and ends at Yellowknife.approximately $1850,00, 

I celandic Tour , July 25-August 9- Group wi11 investigate the wide range of 

Iceland's geology, flora and fauna.glaciers, natural hot springs,,,. 

leader will be Dr. Peter Peach of the Geology Dept, at Brock University 
....Toronto return fare, accomodation, meals, transportation for approx. $1200 
East African Safari , August 3-21 - Visit game parks of Kenya and Tanzania 
....Thompson's Falls, Lake Naivasha, Serengeti Plains ....travel by VW 
mini bus.....approximately $1800 from Toronto. 

ONTARIO NATURE TOURS, 6372 Montrose Road, Niagara Falls, Ontario L2H 1LS 
have several tours in May which feature areas in Ontario. 

May 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, - Daily tours from Leamington. Birding at Point Pelee. 

May 4-10th- Essex County Natural History Tour 
May 8-10th- Pelee Island Visit 

May 13-17th- Niagara Peninsula Natural History Tour 
May 18-31st- Birding in Southern Ontario 

Listing of late spring, summer , autumn & winter tours now available. 
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*** PRICKLY PEAR CACTUS IN LAKE OF THE WOODS DISTRICT - In response to the 
article "Mysterious Garden Area Near Kaladar" reprinted in The Woo d Duck , 

Vol. 27. #3 (November 1973) stating that Ontario has only two known incidents 
of cacti growing wild, one site on Point Pelee and the other just south of 
Kaladar in Lennox and Addington County, Shan Walshe, Park Naturalist - Quetico 
writes• 

"Just wanted to correct some information given in The Wood Duck . The speci< 
of., prickly pear cactus ( Opuntia fragiles ) found near Kaladar is also 
found on islands in Rainy Lake and Lake of the Woods (just off Lake of 
the Woods Provincial Park)". 

Thanks for your letter, Mr. Walshe, We now know of three sites. Are 
there more? 

*** FAMILIAR NAMES CHANGED - The following are some of the 1973 changes made 
in the American Ornithologists' Union check-list. The underlined name is the 
newly designated species name: 

Great White Heron is now considered a subspecies of Great Blue Heron . 

Common Egret is now Great Egret . 

Blue Goose is considered a phase of Snow Goose . 

Green-winged Teal and Common (Eurasian) Teal are considered a single species. 
Widgeon is now spelled Wigeon . 

Shoveler becomes Northern Shoveler . 

Common (American) Scoter becomes Black Scoter . 

Harlan's Hawk is considered a subspecies ofe» Red-tailed Hawk . 

Pigeon Hawk is Merlin . 

Sparrow Hawk becomes American Kestrel . 

Upland Plover becomes Upland Sandpiper . 

Knot is now Red Knot . 

Thayer's Gull is now considered a distinct species. 

Red-shafted, Yellow-shafted and Gilded Flickers are now considered races 
of the single species Common Flicker . 

Traill's Flycatcher is now divided into two species, the southwestern 
"fitz-bew" song type is now the Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax trailii) 
and the north-eastern “fee-bee-o" type will be the A lder Flycatcher 
(Empidonax Alnorum). 

Catbird becomes Gray Catbird . 

Parula Warbler becomes Northern Parula Warbler . 

Audubon's and Myrtle Warblers are considered races of a single species, 
the Yellow- rumped W arbler . 

Yellowthroait is now Com mon Yello wthr oat . 

Bullock's and Baltimore Orioles are considered races of the Northern Oriole . 

The Ipswich Sparrow is now considered a subspecies of the Savannah Sparrow . 

The Dusky Seaside Sparrow and Cape Sable Sparrow are now considered races 
of the Seaside Sparrow . 

Slate-coloured, White-winged, Oregon and Guadaloupe Juncos are now races 
of the one species, Dark-eyed Junco . 

(From October issue "The Cur lev/", Willow Beach Field Naturalists. 

Via Niagara Falls Nature Club Bulletin , #79, February 1974.) 


*** REHABILITATION OF PITS AND QUARRIES - A former gravel pit, turned used car 
dump, near the village of Connaught in Timmins District, is being landscaped 
by the ministry of natural resources. This spring the 20-acre site will be 
planted with trees and returned to productive forest land, under a province¬ 
wide program to rehabilitate expired pits and quarries situated on Crown Lands. 

(From the Ministry of Natural Resources Newsletter, January,1974. 
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*** WILDFLOWERS OF THE ARCTIC ., by Steve Lynett 

The harsh extremes of the Arctic climate make special demands on the 
region's living things. Polar bears have buoyant fur to keep them afloat 
and bristly feet to help them clamber over ice; seals have insulating layers 
of fat and remarkable circulation systems to conserve their body heat in the 
chill water. The following plants of the Arctic have also developed ways to 
live in this region where winter is one long frozen night and summer is a 
two-month^ non-stop day. 

About 500 species of flowering plants complete their growth cycles 
over the short Arctic summer. To survive they are faced with nearly insur¬ 
mountable difficulties. The region is virtually a desert; it often gets 
less than seven inches of precipitation annually — the driest parts of the 
Sahara desert get five inches of rainfall a year. Only the perpetually 
frozen ground prevents the surface water from sinking below the reach of the 
plant roots. To conserve moisture, the plants have developed small, leathery 
or hairy leaves; and large root systems. To carry on photosynthesis the 
plants must have heat, often scarce in the Arctic. But with special adapta¬ 
tions plants hoard what little heat can be found. Growing close to the 
ground they escape the drying, often abrasive winds. Large, colorful blooms 
trap the solar heat. Growing closely together they form small, warm forests 
of vegetation. A researcher found that the temperature near the base of a 
saxifrage plant was 38 degrees Fahrenheit while the surrounding air tempera¬ 
ture was only 10 degrees. Within a cushion of dark-coloured mosses nearby 
the temperature was 50 degrees. 

Arctic plants also differ in a number of other ways from those of 
warmer climates. They grow and develop more quickly. Some of them start 
growing while still under four feet of snow, safe from the chill winds 
during the critical early stages of development. At other stages, freezing 
doesn't seem to matter. Some flowers can be as stiff as boards only to thaw 
and continue their growth. Seeds have germinated after being frozen for 
10,000 years . 

And how do Arctic plants survive and multiply? Since the short 
summers seldom permit a full growth cycle, almost all truly Arctic plants 
are perennial. In this way a species can survive on seeds for propagation. 
Some multiply through widely spreading rootstocks; some send out runners or 
modified stems; and some produce plantlets that grow on or near the leaf, 
drop off and take root. Pollination in the plants of the Arctic, though 
little is known about it, takes place in two ways. Some plants are self- 
pollinated -- there is little time to waste in such a short growing season. 
And some are pollinated by various species of bees, flies, moths and butter¬ 
flies that also live in the Arctic. 

There are no poisonous plants in the Arctic and none protected by 
thorns or spines. All of them are edible, containing varying amounts of 
protein, sugar and starch. The leaves of the Labrador tea, a shrub-like 
plant common to muskeg, can be steeped to produce a tasty drink; the root- 
stock of the licorice-root -- a short, leafy trailing common plant on the 
Canadian tundra ■■- makes substantial food either raw or boiled; and the 
young, flowering stems of the woolly lousewort, a common Arctic perennial, 
produce a nutritious dish either raw or cooked. 

(From Imperial Oil Review , 1973, Number 2. Via The Chicadee , Vol. 16, #5, 
Bulletin of the Huntsville Nature Club) 




*** MUDPUPPY (Necturos Maculosus ) 
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....... Barbara Froom, 

Ministry of Natural Resources. 


The mudpuppy is a relatively common salamander but it confuses anglers 
who are frequently puzzled by the strange "fish with legs" they have caught. 

Some even believe that this harmless amphibian is poisonous. 

With a recorded length of 19 inches, the mudpuppy is Canada's largest 
salamander (it is found throughout most of Southern Ontario, west to Manitoba 
and east to Quebec, 

Japan has a giant salamander which attains a length of five feet.' 

The completely aquatic mudpuppy has three pairs of external gills 
which it retains for life -- large, feathery tufts of red filaments on each 
side of its head. In cool, well-aerated water, these lie close to the head 
and are dark in color. In stale or warm water, they spread out to receive 
as much oxygen as possible. Skin respiration and the use of lungs are also 
important and these functions sometimes take over when the gills have been 
severely damaged or lost. 

Adult mudpuppies are brownish, olive or somewhat bluish-black in 
color. They are minutely speckled and have several rows of large, roundish dark 
spots on the back. Young mudpuppies and larvae (tadpole stage) are very dark 
with a light stripe along each side of the back.from the snout to the end of 
the tail. The body is streamlined from the rounded head to the wide, swimming 
tail. 

This salamander inhabits lakes, rivers, creeks and marshes and will 
live in clear or muddy water. The mudpuppy is most active at night when it 
forages for aquatic insects, small fish, crayfish and fish spawn. Captives 
will take a variety of foods: raw beef or chicken hearts, snails, worms and 
small minnows. It is a strong, fast swimmer but doesn't use its limbs for 
this. The tail is its chief aid in swimming. 

It is one of the few amphibians that remain active through the winter 
in Canada and ice fishermen have often noticed them coming after their bait 
beneath the ice. 

Mudpuppies mate in fall and the eggs, which may number more than 60, 
are laid in May or June. They are attached to some underwater object such 
as a stone or piece of wood and the female remains with the eggs while they 
aie hatching (from five to eight weeks). Mudpuppies mature in five to seven 
years and may live for 20 years. 

Although this species is not in any dangarof extinction, its heavy 
use in laboratory experiments could be a factor in a future decrease in numbers. 


VnVv VRB PORTS ON AGE - 
Bay District was a 


The oldest moose taken during the last hunt in Terrace 
15~;-year-old bull. 


According to the records pertaining to a tagged, 22 inch, 5-pound largemouth 
bass caught in Sturgeon Lake last fall, the fish had remained in the sane area 
of the lake where it had managed to elude anglers' lures for 12 years Uhen 

agged by a Kawartha Lakes fish management unit on May 22, 1964, it weighed 
1 pound, 3 ounces, and was 3 years old. ’ signed 
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*** THE NERVOUS SUNDEW - A Cornell University biologist, Stephen Williams, 
has determined that certain cells in the sundew plant act much like human 
ne.L vc cells in transmitting nervelike signals from one point to another. 

The sundew plant is one of several types of carnivorous plants which 
grow in bogs and other swampy spots. It captures small insects with sticky 
substances on its leaf, much as flypaper catches flies. 

When an insect is caught, it often rubs the tips of neighbouring 
tentacles causing the tentacles to bend over and hold the prey against the 
leaf; the victim is then digested by enzymes, providing nourishment to the 
plant. 

The question is, how does the base of the hairlike tentacle "know" 
when to bend over and pin the prey against the leaf if all that the insect 
touches is the tentacle tip? 

Williams explains that the tentacle tip is made of layers of highly 
sensitive cells that are capable of converting a mechanical or physical 
stimulus, such as touching, into electrical impulses much like nerve signals. 

The message travels down to the base of the tentacle when the tip is touched, 
much the same way human nerve cells relay signals throughout the body in the 
form of electrical pulses. 

Using very small electrodes, Williams was able to measure how fast 
the nerve signal travels through these cells. He found that the signal in 
the sundew travels as much as 10,000 times slower than in animal systems. 

'This is the major difference between the nerve-like processes of 
sundew cells and those of nerve cells in animals," he notes. Discussing 
implications of his findings, Williams say.s that study of this group of 
plants could shed much light on the evolution of sense organs, "It is 
remarkable that these plants are totally unrelated to animals and yet they 
have developed very similar sense organs completely independently," he notes. 

By John ten Bruggenkate. (From the Toronto Field Naturalists' Club 
Bulletin Mo. 281, February 1974.) 

*** CANADIAN NATURE FEDER ATION ANNUAL MEETING , AUGUST 21-27, 1974.- The 
Mcllwraith Field Naturalists of London , Ontario, will be hosting the third 
annual meeting and conference of the Canadian Nature Federation from Wednesday 
August 21st until Tuesday, August 27th. The theme of the conference will be 
"Nature and Urban Man", There will be speakers and discussion groups dealing 
with this topic on Saturday and Sunday* The annual business meeting and related 
matters will also be scheduled for the weekend, as well ns the banquet to be 
held in the magnificent Great Hall of the University of Western Ontario. The 
university will provide housing and meeting facilities. 

Most field trips will be held on the Thursday, Friday and Monday of 
the conference period although there wi11 be some in-city walks during the 
weekend. The trips will stress the natural features and the natural history of 
various areas of southwestern Ontario and the bordering Great Lakes. Under the 
leadership of Dr. Peter Peach, geologist, there will be a bus trip to the 
Niagara Falls area. Ornithology and botany will not be neglected on this expedi¬ 
tion. There will be a one-day trip by bus to Point Pelee National Park and 
Rondeau Provincial Park, both famous for natural history as well as for recrea¬ 
tional use of urban man. A visit to the Long Point Bird Banding Station is also 
planned. Numerous half-day outings will also be available to Springbanlc and 
Greenway Parks, the Westminster Ponds, the Thames Valley Trail and to the 
Sifton Botanical Bog. Participants will also have the opportunity of visiting 
the "botanists' paradise" - The Bruce Peninsula- during a two-day bus trip. A 
back-packing, walking and camping tour is being planned for part of the Bruce 
Trail This will take place just before the conference period. 

(from THE CARDINAL, Bulletin of the Mcllwraith Field Naturalists, # 79 p e b 0 74) 
(Editor,s Note, Keep August 21st to 27th open and plan to attend the C.N.F. 
annual meeting. Explore southwestern Ontario with delegates from all across 
Canada) 
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*** O PPORTUNITIES FOR SUMMER EMPLOYMENT - Positions are available in the in¬ 
terpretive programmes of the Ontario Provincial Parks for those proficient in 
human history, archaeology, natural history or recreation. The type of activity 
involved will vary considerably depending on the character of the individual 
parks but in all cases the programme is one of communication with park visitors, 
A listing of vacancies was sent to the club. Contact Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley S. 
tel: 527-0333 if you are interested. 

*** CO URSES IN OUTDOOR EDUCATION - Claremont and Albion Hills Conservation 
Field Centres under the Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
will again be the sites of two Residential Outdoor Education Courses. 

July 2-26 - University of Toronto Faculty of Education provide two 
courses, Environmental Studies 109 and Outdoor Educa¬ 
tion 115. (Inquire Prof. W.A,Andrews, Course Director, 

371 Bloor St. W., Toronto, 0nt.,M5S 2R7.) 

July 8- Aug. 2 - Atkinson College, York University is giving Conser¬ 
vation and Environmental Education (Geo. 255) (Inquire 
Dr.David Wood, Course Director, 4700 Keele Street, 
Downsview, 0nt.,M3J 1P3.) 

These courses are open to teachers and other interested adults are always 
welcome to attend, 

ft* *SUMMER COUR SE OFFERED £N HURONIA - The division of parks of the ministry of 
natural resources is working in cooperation with the Georgian College Sumner 
School of the Arts to offer a two-day course this summer entitled "Old 
Huronia". The course will examine the history of this historical part of 
Ontario where man has lived for at least 10,000 years. 

The first day will include a walking tour, films and discussions at 
Methodist Point with a qualified ministry of natural resources archaeologist. 

The student will be guided to look at his natural surroundings as the Indians 
did and to understand how the lay of the land influenced their life style. 

The second day of the course will be held at Sainte Marie-Among-the- 
Hurons in Midland. Here the participant will discover how archaeological evi¬ 
dence was used to reconstruct the Jesuit-Huron site.This part of the course 
will be conducted by the regular stall at Sainte Marie, 

There are no educational pre-requisites for the course but students 
must be 19 years of age or over. The course will be held on June 27-28 and 
again on August 28-29. The registration fee is $10. For more information, 
contact Georgian College Summer School of the Arts in Barrie. Tel: 728-1951. 

*** HOLIDAYS IN ENGLAND - An English family living in a South Coast resort 
have a fully equipped luxury Bungalow to let for holiday periods throughout 
the year .... situated close to the sea and open country..., London 100 
minutes by rail.... friendly personal assistance is available at all tines 
from a proprietor interested in natural history. For details, contact: 

Mr.& Mrs, J.T, Wills, 12 Lombard Ave., Bournemouth, England BH6 3LZ. 

ft** NEW RESOURCES CENTRE AT FORMER FOREST TECHNICAL SCHOOL - The former Ontario 
forest technical school at Dorset, administered by the ministry of natural 
resources, will form the nucleus of the new Leslie Ml Frost Natural Resources 
Centre. It is planned that partial services will commence April 1, 1974. 

Situated approximately 150 miles north of Toronto, the new resources 
centre will embrace a huge area of 55,000 acres comprising Crown lands, provin¬ 
cial park reserve land, dozens of lakes and streams and is in an area long rec- 
ognixed as one of the most beautiful in Ontario. 
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*** NEW NATURE BOOKS IN HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


In the Ecology of Estuaries by Donald S. McLusky, emphasis is placed 
upon the physiological and ecological problems of life in estuaries and the 
close links between these usually divergent approaches to biology. Although 
most examples quoted are from the British Isles, the basic theme of the book 
is that of the general structure of estuaries, the principle features of an 
estuarine environment, the problems of plant and animal life therein and 
the effects of mankind on estuaries and their inhabitants. 

For the photographer, the subtle contours and colours of shells present 
a particular challenge. In Shell s in Colour, photos by Sanved and text by 
Abbott, a series of imaginative close-ups and all embracing views of shells 
are presented that reveal every aspect of their beauty. The printed word 
discusses how shells grow and develop, how they function and multiply in the 
seas, the different classes of mollusks and the characteristic of each 
pictured shall. 

Helen and Adrian Hoover fled city life to make a home for themselves 
in a remote cabin in the Minnesota woods. In their book, The Ye ars of the 
Forest, they expound not only their joys in a different existence and in the 
acquiring of back-to-nature techniques of building and housekeeping but 
also the challenges and travails of going it alone in the beautiful but not 
always accommodating wilderness. 

Another husband and wife team, Lopus and Margery Milne, biologists 
and naturalists, explain in The Arena of Life , the dynamics of ecology 
expertly and in sufficient depth to serve both the senior student and the 
general reader. They bring into play a dozen cliociplinetfrom climatology 
to biogeography in an effort to correct the simplifications that marked 
books written in the infancy of ecology. Over 260 illustrations support 
this informative text, 

Colin Fletcher's new book, The Winds of Mara , is a wonderful evocation 
of the wild creatures of Africa and of the great schemes of nature that bind 
them to one another and to the land. But it also tells with passion and 
compassion of man's inhumanity to man and to the other animals. It is a vivid 
microcosm of what is happening all around us. 

The Stran ge an d Bea utiful World of Orchids , by F. Ebel and 0. Birnbaum. 
This uniquely beautiful and fascinating bock combines the individual talents 
of a botanical expert and a leading photographer whose joint efforts have 
resulted in a scholarly and absorbing text developed around 70 superb colour 
photographs; specific details are given of each orchid's morphology, systematics, 
ecology and discovery. 


*** FURNITURE INDUSTRY - Forty per cent of Canada's total furniture industry 
is in Ontario and half of the heavy hardwood raw material for that furniture 
comes from Algonquin Park. 

--The Forest Scene 


*** ADDRESS CHANGES - Moving or thinking about doing it? Be sure to let us 
know so that we can forward your Wood.Duck to wherever you will be. The Post 
Office abandons third class mail, so we will never know we're missing you if 
you do not keep us informed. 
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NOTEWORTHY bIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to March 17, 1974 - 117 

- indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 


Horned Grebe 

liar. 

4 

2 La Salle Park 

Bill Grins, Jennings 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Mar. 

4 

1 La Salle Park 

Bill Crins 

Mute Swan 

Mar. 

9 

5 Valley Inn 

Crins, Modny, Escotts 

Whistling Swan 

Mar. 

3F 

5 burlington bay 

Mark Jennings 


Mar. 

4 

230 Woodland Cemetery 

william F. Smith 


Mar. 

5 

90 burlington oay 

E. oastin, Jennings 


Mar. 

6 

14 La Salle Park 

Mark Jennings 

Canada Goose 

Mar. 

3 

8 over Dundas Marsh 

Doug. A. Smith 


Mar. 

4 

80 Woodland Cemetery 

Wm. F. Smith 

Gadwall 

Mar. 

4F 

15 Woodland Cemetery 

Wm. F. Smith 

Pintail 

Mar. 

3F 

65 W over Dundas Marsh 

Jennings, D. Smith 

Green-winged Teal 

Mar. 

6 

1 Valley Inn 

Mark Jennings 

American Wigeon 

Mar. 

4F 

2 Woodland Cemetery 

Wm. F. Smith 

Northern Shoveler 

Mar. 

4* 

2 Woodland & Dundas 

W. Smith; D. Smith 

Wood Duck 

Mar. 

4F 

4 upper Dundas Marsh 

Douglas A. Smith 


Mar. 

10 

3 0 rente Marsh 

Mark Jennings 

Redhead 

Ma r. 

2F 

10 La Salle Park 

Mark Jennings 

Ring-necked Duck 

Mar. 

4* 

2 Woodland Cemetery 

W. F. Smith 


Mar. 

10 

8 Young's pond, Ancaster 

Chr. J. Escott 

Canvasback 

Mar. 

4* 

35 La Salle Park 

W. F. Smith 


Mar. 

7 

16 Woodland Cemetery 

Jennings, Norths 

Lesser Scaup 

Mar. 

7* 

1 Duadas Hydro Station 

Doug Smith 


Mar. 

10 

1 East end of Bay 

Westmore, North 

Harlequin Duck 

Feb. 

15 1 

fern. Beach Canal 

Robert H. Westmore 

White-winged 

Feb. 

15* 

7 Beach Canal 

11 n 11 

Scoter 

Mar. 

10 

14 " " 

Westmore, North 

Surf Scoter 

Feb. 

15* 

1 Beach JCanal 

cob Westmore 

Ruddy Duck 

Mar. 

■7* 

1 'Woodland Cemetery 

Wm. F. Smith 

Hooded Merganser 

Mar. 

10F 

1, 2 Bronte; Dundas 

Mark Jennings 

Common Merganser 

Mar. 

IF 

116 La Salle Park 

M. Jennings 

Red-breasted 

Mar. 

5F 

5 La Salle Park 

M. Jennings 

Merganser 

Ma r. 

5 

14 over Dundas 

Doug Smith 

Goshawk 

Jan. 

30 

1 C.N. Dundurn yards 

Bob Westmore 


Feb. 

20 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Feb. 

23 

1 west of Speyside 

M. Jennings 

Sharp - slj i nnou I lawk 

Fob . 

?4*F 

1 over Hopkins Creek 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Cooper's Hawk 

Mar. 

10 F 

1 Bronte 

Maek Jennings 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Feb. 

23 F 

1 over Rattlesnake PointM. Jennings 


Mar. 

4 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Doug Smith 

Bald Eagle 

Feb. 

26 F 1 

ad. over upper Dundas Marsh Doug Smith 

Marsh Hawk 

Mar. 

3F 

1 EJ frida 

Jim Dowall 


Mar. 

4 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Smith 

Peregrine Falcon 

Feb. 

27 * K 

1 Woodland Ooma+orjr 

Eric W . Bo c.p-vrt 

Merlin 

Mar. 

5* 

1 woodland Cemetery 



Mar. 

6 

J GO Train, nronte 

bob Westmore 

Killdeer 

Feb. 

23 F 

1 Bull's Point 

bill Crins 

American Woodcock 

Mar. 

5* 

1 upper Dundas Marsh 

Doug A. Smith 


Mar. 

6 

3 Upper Horning Road 

Jim Dowall 

Common Snipe 

Mar. 

9F 

2 upper Dundas Marsh 

Doug A. Smith 
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Glaucous Gull 

Mar. 

3 

4 Woodland Cemetery 

Mark Jennings (ington 

Iceland Gull 

Mar. 

17F 

1 Cayuga 

Modny, Jennings, Worm- 

black- 1 . Kittiwake Mar. 

17-1 

imm. upper Dundas Marsh 

Bob Westmore 

Screech Owl 

Mar. 

3 

1 Jerseyville Valley 

Chris & Nick Escott 

Snowy Owl 

Mar. 

1 

1 East end of Bay 

Christopher Escott 

Lc.ng-eared Owl 

Jan. 

19 

15 uronte Rd. & U. MiddL 

3 Rd. Paul Eagles 


liar. 

2 

6 Guelph L. above Hwy 5 

G. & L. North 

Saw-whet Owl 

Mar. 

3 

1 Grey Doe Trail 

W. Smith, Boleantu 

belted Kingfisher 

Mar. 

5 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

Doug A. Smith 


Mar. 

5 

1 Catholic Cemetery 

George & Laurel North 

Flicker 

Jan 

13 

1 N shore Dundas Marsh 

Jim Pringle 


Jan. 

26 

1 Bronte Ck. Prov Park 

Paul Eagles 

Pileated 

Mar. 

3 

1 Cone. 3, Waterdown 

T. boleantu, W. Smith 

Woodpecker 

Mar. 

3 

1, 1 Grey Doe Tr.; Spencer 

Ck. » " : D. Smith 

Red-oellied Wdpkr 

Mar. 

17 

1 above Cayuga 

Mcdny, Wormington 

x e 11 ow-h. Sap sucke rMa r. 

6 * 

1 Mud St. W of Hwy 20 

Bob Sargeant 

N. Horned Lark 

Feb. 

23* 

1 Cayuga 

Bob Westmore 

Hoyt's Horned Lark Feb. 

23* 

1 Cayuga 

11 m 11 

Tufted Titmouse 

Mar. 

11 

1 Cedar Av Burlington 

Ruth Summers 

Red-br. Nuthatch 

Feb. 25 

*-MarlO 1 Hwy 8 above Dundas 

Anne & Tom Reid 

Winter Wren 

Jan. 

13* 

1 R.B.G. Nursery 

Jim Pringle 


Feb. 

16 

1 Bronte Ck. Prov. Park 

Mark Jennings 

American Robin 

Mar. 

3F 

1 Thorndale Cr. 

Doug A. Smith 


Mar. 

6 

2 Gage Park 

Bob Sargeant 


Mar. 

7 

1 Bronte 

M. Jennings 


Mar. 

8 

1 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Anne & Tom Reid 

Cedar waxwing 

Mar. 

7 

6 North Shere Blvd. 

D . K. Powells 

Northern Shrike 

Mar. 

3 

1 Grey Doe Trail 

Jim Dowall 


Mar. 

16 

l^iOTtmte 

M. Jennings 

Loggerhead Shrike 

Mar. 

10 * 

1 Golf Links Rd. at Stone Church Westmore. North 

E. Meadowlark 

Feb. 

23 

10 Binbrook 

Bob Westmore 


Mar. 

7F 

4 Woodland Cemetery 

W. Smith, Jennings 

W. Meadowlark 

Mar. 

10 * 

2 Hagersville 

William F. Smith 

Red-winged Black¬ 

Feb. 

2 

6 Bronte Marsh 

Mark Jennings 

bird 

Mar. 

3F 

20 Bind ington 

bill Crins 


Mar. 

3 

44 High Level bridge 

Mark Jennings 

Rusty blackbird 

Mar. 

4F 

4 Upper Dundas Marsh 

Doug Smith 


Mar. 

9 

20 Wcoddand Cemetery 

Crins, P Modny 

Common Grackle 

liar. 

3F ?< 

Binbrook; High Level 

Powall; Jennings 

Brown-h. Cowbird 

Mar. 


18 High Level Bridge 

M. Jennings 

Blaek-h. Grosbeak 

Pub. . 


1 Brentwood PI. Burlington Orval Reynolds 

Common Redpoll 

Feb. 

23 

6 5 Cone. 3, Waterdown 

J. Cumming, W. Smith 


Mar. 

7 

75 Woodland Cemetery 

W. Smith 

Pine Siskin 

Jan. 

13 

3 Hopkins Tract 

Jim Pringle 

Red Crossbill Jan. 

24* 


1 Bronte Road 

Peter van Dyken 


Mar. 

3 

1 Grey Doe Trail 

Wm. F. Smith 

White-wing.Crossbill Feb. 

24 

32 Cone. 3, Waterdown 

Smith, Boleantu 

Whmte-rr. Sparrow 

Feb. 

1 C 

1 Courtland Dr., Ancaster C. & N. Escott 

White-th. Sparrow 

Mar. 

17 

2 North Shore Blvd. 

D. K. Powells 

Swamp Sparrow 

Feb. 

23 

1 Milton 

Mark Jennings 


Mar. 

10 

1 Kitty Murray's Lane 

Bob Westmore 

Snow Bunting 

Feb. 

6 

30 Shaver Rd. & Book Rd. 

Chris Escott 

Please send your records 

on the 

15th cf each month to George W. North, 

857 Eagle Dr., Burlington 

Ont. 

, L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463 
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